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Oct. 19, 1982
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DAVID KIDWELL, Sports InfON1Ultion Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

HOME: (217) 345..C166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLEStON, It--Eastern Illinois University's nationally ranked Panthers, off to their
fastest start in over 50 years, will attempt to keep their unbeaten streak alive at Western
Illinois University Saturday (Oct. 23).
Game time is 1:30 p.m. at WIU's Hanson Field.

It's also the Leathernecks 59th Home-

coming game.
The Panthers are 6-0-1 equaling the start of the 1928 team that finished 7-0-1.

EIU

has not been beaten in eight straight games over a two year period, and kept that streak
intact with a hard fought 16-12 win over Indiana State last Saturday.
Western Illinois is 1-5 and has lost four straight, the latest a 35-16 loss to Mid-Continent Conference member Southwest Missouri State.

The lone victory was 29-13 over Illinois

State.
Eastern moved into the NCAA I-AA rankings last week at No. 20 and could moveup as
nine of the teams ahead of it lost.

"We're obviously pleased to be ranked.

The first step

to receiving a NCAA tournament bid is to be recognized as a legitimate contender and I
believe we're getting that notice," said head coach Darrell Mudra.
"Western is a team primed to beat someone.
impressed with their personnel.

We've seen a lot of film on them and are

They've played several good halves but evidently haven't

been able to put two together • • • • if they do, watch out," Mudra warned.
"Three years ago we were ranked No. 1 in Division II and had won 13 straight and they
came in here and whipped us.

I think we have enough players still here who remember what

they are capable of achieving."
EIU's defense, which has dominated the last two opponents, hasn't allowed a touchdown
in eight straight quarters and has accumulated 14 quarterback sacks in this stretch.

-more-

EIU FOOTBALL
ADD 1
THE SERIES:

GAME NOTES
Western leads the series 30-14-4 although the Panthers have won
the last four games.
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LAST YEAR:

The Panthers prevailed 20-8 in a Homecoming spoiled by a driving rain but
highlighted by the record performance of fullback Tyrone Davis. A sophomore,
Davis set a NCAA I-AA record by carrying the ball 11 straight plays in the
fourth quarter and 17 out of 18. He scored three touchdowns in the quarter
on runs of one, two and three yards and gained a career high 106 yards, earning
MCC 'Player of the Week honors.

LAST WEEK:

Eastern downed Indiana State 16-12 as Dave Strauch (Hinsdale-central) kicked
three field goals of 28, 36, 46 yards. Jeff Christensen (Gibson City) hit
tight end Pat Blair (Chicago-Vocational) on a 15 yard pass in the second
quarter. The defense did not give up a touchdown for the second straight
week as it recorded eight QB sacks led by Keith Wojnowski (St. Anne-Kankakee
Bishop McNamara) and Greg Duncan (Miami, FL-Killian), who had two each.
Southwest Missouri knocked Western Illinois into last place in the Mid-continent
Conference with a 35-16 victory. The Bears rolled up 353 yards rushing against
Western. The Leathernecks Jerome Stelly returned his third kickoff for a
touchdown setting a NCAA I-AA career record.

REUNION:

EIU and WIU's coaching staffs have crossed paths many time. Darrell Mudra, EIU
head coach, was the head man at Western from 1969-73. While there one of his
assistants was Pete Rodriquez the current WIU head coach. WIU assistants Larry
Mortier, Brad Smith and Jerry Kaminski all played for Mudra at WIU, running back
coach Jimmy Heggins was a defensive standout for Mudra at Florida State in the
mid-70s and offensive coordinator Dennis Shaw held a similar position under Mudra
here in 1980. EIU assistant Cal Jones coached with both Mudra and Rodriquez at
WIU and Florida State, secondary coach Rick Schachner played for all three at WIU,
offensive assistants Chris Peterson and Mike Williams were both on Rodriquez's
staff at WIU before coming to EIU within the last two years.

FAST START:

QB BACKS:

EIU's 6-0-1 start is the best since the 1928 team was also 6-0-1. EIU was 5-0
in 1979 before Western stopped a 13-game winning streak with a 10-7 win. The
Panthers two previous NCAA tournament teams in 1978 and 1980 were both 5-2 at
this point.
With 14 in the last two games, the Panthers have taken a step closer to a quarterback sack record. EIU currently has 41, just 12 shy of topping the 1979 mark of
52.

NO FUMBLITIS:

EIU has had just 16 turnovers this year compared to 35 after seven games last
fall. Even more impressive is that the Panthers have lost five fumbles and
none have been on pure running plays. QB Jeff Christensen has lost two dropping
back to pass, halfback Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood) has lost two on pass
receptions and Charlie Person (Chicago-Dunbar) fumbled one on a punt reception.

CHRISTENSEN RECORD:

Jeff Christensen should set an EIU career total offense record Saturday.
He has 5098 yards just 64 short of topping Poke Cobb's (1976-79) 5161
record. Christensen had 1314 as a sophomore, a single season school
record 2626 last fall and has 1158 this season. The only other season
and/or career record he doesn't hold in passing and total offense is for
touchdown passes in a season. Steve Turk's 25 in 1978 is tops, and with
just ten this year Christensen will fall short.

-more-

£IU FOOTBALL
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NCAA RANKING:

DEFENSE:

The Panthers were ranked No. 20 in last week's NCAA I-AA national poll,
the first time EIU has cracked the top 20 since advancing to I-AA last
year. With nine of the top 20 losing Saturday, EIU's chances to move
up are excellent.

The Panther defense, which has not allowed a touchdown in the last eight quarters,
has given up just 10.8 points a game which should keep it in the top ten of scoring
defense in weekly NCAA I-AA stats. The rushing defense, ranked 13th last week,
could crack the top ten after lowering its average to just 92.8.

LINEUP CHANGES:

Roger Holoman (Alton), who originally started at split end before being
replaced by Jerry Wright, has moved to flanker ahead of Jim Schmidt (DeKalb).
Pat Blair (Chicago-Vocational) has been inserted at tight end.

MCC STANDINGS:

Team

Overall

~c

6-0-1
5-2
2-3-1
1-5

0-0-1
1-1
2-0-1
0-2

Eastern Illinois
Southwest Missouri
Northern Iowa
Western Illinois
This Week:

Eastern Illinois at Western Illinois
Northern Iowa hosts Northern Michigan
Southwest Missouri at Murray State

-30-

Points
143-76
164-82
84-117
83-165

